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The Commission has followed the growing number of cases of accusations of slander of the President and has shown its concern in the 2015 report on Turkey.[footnoteRef:1] The Commission has asked that Turkey make sure that the legislation in force is suited to the European standards and is applied in such a way as to ensure the proportionality and equality with regard to the law. The Commission has signaled in concrete that “in accordance with the Criminal Code, prosecution of slander of high level politicians, including the President, may lead to a prison sentence of one to four years, which can be increased if the offence is done in public through the media or social media This legislation is not suited to the jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights.”[footnoteRef:2] The Commission will continue to ask Turkey to urgently re-launch its reform process in compliance with the European norms on the Rule of Law, democracy and fundamental rights.  [1:  http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/pdf/key_documents/2015/20151110_report_turkey.pdf ]  [2:  Ibidem] 


As for the concrete matter of the Vice-President of the Party of the European Left, the UE delegation in Ankara can attend the hearings if it receives pertinent information on the details of the matter. 
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